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The cricket season may be over but October sees two important events 

About a dozen or so of us made the effort to go to the Club on September 16th to carry out the work needed to ensure that the end of season duties were completed which is essential in itself but also means that it makes life so much easier when we come to prepare for the 2024 season 

It was a glorious day – we should have been playing cricket – and perhaps next year we should let everyone know that there are games on this day so that they make it to the Club; whether or not they will all stay and do some work when they realise there are no games or not is another matter! 


Everyone worked hard – with various degrees of skills – but between us we managed to:

Make the Nets  temporary fox proof before work can be done to make defeating this  menace more permanent 
Put up the fencing required to deter the  vandalism of the Nets during the winter months
Remove the slats from the sight-screens and the covers from their name-sack 
Cover the score-board and repeater board to protect them from stray footballs 

Sincere thanks to each and every one who made it and thanks for all of your hard work – it is very much appreciated 

The night before saw the Colts Presentation evening which was enjoyed by all and congratulations to all of the awards winners. The importance of the Colts section is something which cannot be emphasised too often and this is the most apposite time to let everyone know, in this part of the newsletter,  that for the 1st Xl’s last game of the season against Kings Hill each and every one of the team had graduated through the colts section for the first time in our history 

The senior awards evening/dinner will be held on:
Friday October 27th when we will officially draw the veil on the end of the 2023 season 

However before that we will be holding our Annual General Meeting on: 

Tuesday October 10th when you have your chance to have your say on how the Club will be run – and volunteer to do some of the jobs involved 

This page is not the place to review how our teams have performed over the last four months and that will be addressed in future editions and, Yes, there will be ‘occassioinal’ newsletters over the winter months, but I can only inform our eager readers about what has happened in our 137th season if I have equally eager writers to produce the goods 

It would be good to read something about all of our sides – both colts and seniors – explaining the highs and lows and highlighting particularly good performances, both as a team and from an individual’s perspective. and I look forwards to receiving your contributions 

Running a cricket club, of course, does not end when the last ball is bowled and the last run is scored and your committee will continue to work on your behalf as the evenings get darker and the days get colder 

Finally a big vote of thanks goes to Ian Muir – our grounds-man – and Stephen Millward, our ground manager – for providing near perfect surfaces on which to play cricket  





Who to contact and how

Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874 (Mobile)



Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com

Vice-Chair 

Doug Forbes  




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 

Doug Forbes 




07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:
Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Doug  Forbes and Laurence Allen





 
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Siva Ranjan 








Email:
siva.ranjan@bbkca.com

07958 559169

3rd Xl: 


Joe Jukes 




07775 420897





Email: JoeJukes17@hotmail.co.uk



Doug Forbes  




07768 713795



Email   Doug.forbes@outlook.com
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Dan Harris 




 
Sunday Development: Dan Seston  

T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 

Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com




August Results 
ODCUACO  Under  11 

117  for 8
Under 11a
94

Lost by 23 runs
Sevenoaks Vine Under 19 

215 for 4
Under 19
148 for 9
Lost by 67 runs 

Bromley Under 14


149 for 1
Under 14
103 for 9
Lost by 46 runs 
Hayes Under 11b


156 for 6
Under 11b
126

Lost by 30 runs 
Streatham & Marlborough Under 13
120 for 4
Under  13a
112 for 8
Lost by 8 runs

1st Xl 






Ashford  -  No play possible; rain

2nd Xl






Orpington  No play possible; rain

4th Xl






Catford & Cyphers  No play possible; rain

5th Xl 






Foxbury Exiles  No play possiblel rain 

Blackheath Under 15a


107 for 7
Under 15a
89

Lost by 18 runs 

Sunday Development 


236 for 9
Catford & Cyphers 237 for 9
Lost by 1 wicket 
Catford and Cyphers Sunday Xl 
128

Sunday Xl 
132 for 8
Won by 2 wickets 

Bromley Under 12


173 for 6
Under 13a
31

Lost by 142 runs 

Under 11b





Bickley Park  -  No play possible  -  rain 
Beckenham



174

Under 11a 
89 for 6
Lost by 85 runs 
Under 19





Sevenoaks  Vine 

OWs conceded 
Sidcup




123  for 5
Under 19 
124 for 3
Won by 7 wickets 

Leeds & Broomfield 


249 

1st  Xl

131

Lost by 118  runs

Simba 1st Xl



254

2nd Xl 

112

Lost by 142 runs 

3rd Xl 




119

Sidcup

94 for 9
Won by 25 runs 

Bomley Common 5th Xl 

123 

4th Xl 

124 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

Sunday League Xl




Burgess Park 

Burgess Park conceded

Under 19



187 for 4
Sidcup

91 for 0 
Won by 96 runs 

1st Xl 




179

Garvesend
110

Won by 69 runs 

Catford and Cyphers 


246

2nd Xl 

210

Lost by 36 runs 

3rd Xl 




214 for 8
Hayes 153 for 6

Won by 61 runs 
4th Xl 




62

Alleyn 

63 for 2
Lost by 8 wickets 
Sunday League 


375 for 4
Dartford
188  for 9
Won by 187 runs 

Bromley Common 


341 for 6 
Sunday Xl 
86

Lost by 255 runs

Under 19 



91

Bexley

 95 for 1
Lost  9 wickets 

The Forty Club 


263 for 2
OW Xl

159

Lost by 104 runs 

ODCUACO T20


202 for 3
OW T20 
148 for 8 
Lost by 54 runs 

Nonnington 



113

1st Xl 

118 for 2
Won by 8 wickets 

Catford Wanderers 


168 for 7
2nd Xl 

119 for 3
Incomplete game

3rd Xl 




201 for 6
Beckenham 4th Xl  81 for 3
Abandoned – rain 

4th Xl






Bromley Common     Bromley Common conceded 

North Star Barbados 


127

Under 16
131 for 2
Won by 8 wickets 

Sidcup 



111

Sunday League  113 for 6
Won by 4 wickets 

1st Xl 




178

Kings Hill
182 for 5
Lost by 5 wickets 

2nd Xl 




149 for 9
Sidcup 
153 for 4
Lost by 6 wickets 
Orpington



139

3rd Xl

112

Lost by 27 runs 

4th Xl




196 for 9
Old Roan 3rd Xl  169

Won by 27 runs


1st  Xl  COLLAPSE AFTER  GOOD  START   Leeds and Broomfield   249    1st  Xl   131

Leeds and Broomfield were promoted last season and came to Hayes top of the table,  thereby supporting the maxim of winning becoming a habit.

They play in a quaint ground adjacent to Leeds Castle which only has one sight-screen and a tree well inside the boundary and infilcted a four wicket defeat upon us when we visited them earlier in the sesaon. They batted first this time,  and thanks to smart catches by Dan Nichols and Syd Sherlock, and fine  bowling from Sahan, we reduced them to 6 for 2 after 16 balls

However a fine knock of 128 by their skipper  -  possibly the best seen at Hayes this season? – rescued them and although we did well to take all 10 wickets, they finished on 249, which is about par on our fine wicket. ‘Mitch’was, yet again, our most successful bowler, finishing with 3 for 26 from his ten overs

At 90 for 1 in the 18th  over we were in a strong position, thanks to Dan Nichols and Velsen, but when the latter was trapped lbw for 22, the wheels started to fall off. Dan was dismissed shortly afterwards for a hard hitting 61 but what followed indicated our inability to play spin -  see also the Bromley Common report – our nemesis on this occasion being  Phil Semmens, who finished with 7 for 25 

Spin bowling – particularly in league cricket – seems to be a dying art,  with middle paced trundlers becoming the norm., but a  good spinner is priceless. The good news, from an Old Wilsonian perspective, is that we are blessed with a number of these, most of them are young and their best years are still to come . 

Note to our batsmen during the winter: Learn how to play spin bowling by batting against our own spinners – there is not far to go to meet a good one 
MOM:  Dan Nichols – his positive approach is a joy to see; the find of the season 
(Syd) Sherlock Nichols.D (Velsen)Deverajulu Mitchell Pryor Rodda.J Bettridge Adeesha Pomering.A Willis Simpson 


BOWLERS  TO  THE    RESCUE       1st   Xl       179      Gravesend   110

At 128 for 1 at the start of the 29th over the 1st Xl looked set for a big score – look at your score at the end of the 30th over and double it - and, at the end of said over we were 134 for 2, the loss of another wicket not helping our cause but we still had eight wickets in hand. 

Seventeen  overs and, more importantly, only 45 runs later, we were all out and the good work that Syd (34),  Dan Nichols (45) and Velsen (53) had put in seemed  to have gone to waste – could the bowlers rescue us? 

Sahan took four balls to answer that question by bowling their opener, who had hit 140 against us at Hayes, for 4 and he claimed their other opener four balls later and we then took wickets on a regular basis until, after just 23.2 overs, Gravesend were all out for 110 to give us a 69 run victory 

Sahan finished with 4 for 45 and Dan Simpson 4 for 21 in an impressive performance that secured our Division One status but left Gravesend with work to do if we are to return to the ‘Bat and ball’ ground next season 
MOM:  Has to be a bowler and has to be Dan Simpson – and not because he gave me a lift! 
(Syd)Sherlock Nichols.D (Velsen)Devarajulu Pryor Adeesha Rodda.J Merchant Sivaranjan Willis Simpson Sellar 
LEAGUE LEADERS  HUMBLED   Sunday   League   Xl   375   for   4,   Dartford   188 for 9 
 “Dartford are top of the League” enthused skipper Dan Seston and, 40 overs later, our innings came to an end with  our score standing at 375 for 4!!

Velson and Louis Trace had set the pattern by putting on 173 for the first wicket and in less than 20 overs

Velsen’s qualities are well known and he is an important member of the 1st Xl,  but Louis is a star in the making. He has already mirrored Velsen by scoring a hundred in league cricket at a young age  and will no doubt become yet another graduate of our colts section to make it to the 1’s  -  my prediction is in the 2024 season.

He has all of the attributes of an opening batsman – he play straight, the ball invariably hits the middle of his bat and he is not afraid of pace although, to be honest, there was not much sign of that on this occasion, but I am writing this after the Sidcup game the week after when there was. 

He and Velson scored virtually at will and it was almost a surprise when Louis was dismissed, for 54, whilst Velsen virtually gave himself  out when he reached three figures (103), after which Dan Nichols continued his good form with a whirlwind 54 before an unbeaten  fifth wicket stand of  99 between Josh Frampton (42 n.o) – another fine prospect of our academy and also making his way in league cricket, and on the darts board – and the skipper (62 n..o) brought proceedings to an end; would Dartford attempt to chase down the total? 

The short answer is “No” and they finished on 188 for 9 with only their last wicket pair showing any sense of urgency 
“I thought the game was never going to end”, observed Derek Seston afterwards, so we were denied taking all ten wickers but a 187 run  win is quite substantial! 

Ollie Willis took  4 for 31 and executed two run outs, which he was quick to point out afterwards, as we completely outplayed the league leaders
MOM  Many candidates but it must go to Louis Trace for showing a maturity well above his age 
(Velsen) Deverajulu Trace Lawrence.S Nichols.D Frampton.J (Dan)Seston Sivaranjan Matthews.E Willis Adams.R Sellar 
ANOTHER COMFORTABLE WIN ON THE   ROAD     Nonnington   113    1st   Xl  118   for  2

The 1st Xl’s last away game of the season saw us playing at the picturesque ground of Nonnington, a venue we have usually found to our liking -  i.e. we invariably win there 

The side showed the blooding of yet another product of our magnificent colts section, namely Eion Matthews, who was asked to meet at the skipper’s Flat at the unearthly hour of nine o’clock on a Saturday morning, more of which later – Eion, that is,  not the skipper’s Flat 

Our hosts batted first and were soon 23 for 2 – both caught behind off Sahen, the first catch, by Syd, being particularly good and important as it removed their dangerous overseas player whom we have restricted to just five runs in the two games against us 

Nonnington then recovered to a degree and reached 79 before losing their third wicket but, after that,  they crumbled to be all out for 113, the skipper finishing with 5 for 6 from 10 overs 

As for Eion he fielded neatly and bowled five overs for 32 runs, quite respectable for his first performance. In a league in which umpires are very strict on wides,  he bowled seven of them  -  in effect four as two of them were multiples – so, all in all a commendable debut 

Our batsmen had little difficulty in securing the runs needed for victory and did so in 30.1 overs and 104 minutes 
MOM:  Mitch -  figures of  10-6-6-5 speak for themselves 
(Syd) Sherlock  Adeesha (Velsen) Devarajulu Bettridges Rodda.J Simpson Matthews.E Sivaranjan Mitchell Willis Pryor 

HARD WORK  BRINGS  ITS  REWARDS   Sidcup   111  Sunday Development  113  FOR 6

An enthusiastic crowd – of away supporters – made the short journey to Sidcup and were rewarded with a four wicket victory from the Sunday Development side 

Sidcup batted first and their openers looked in stubborn mode until Dilesh Patel trapped one of them lbw. Skipper of the day Robbie Adams  then took three quick wickets after which we found wickets easy to come by to the extent that Sidcup were bowled out for 111 in 28.4 overs, Robbie finishing with 3 for 13, Dilesh 2 for 12 and David Pilgrim 2 for 12 

We lost Siva Ranjan early on after a nasty blow on the thumb that forced him to retire hurt,  after which Louis Trace again showed his potential and, together with Shehan Sivaranjan, put on 30 before the latter fell to a neat slip catch 

Louis was then joined by Nathan Murray whose batting style can best be described as…… lacking style altogether. He hits the ball as if he is playing a mixture of tennis and baseball but  it got him 14 runs before he was bowled by a ball that required a more orthodox approach than the one he prefers , and with Louis already gone for a well crafted 35, and two further wickets falling shortly afterwards, we found ourselves  on 92 for  6 

Enter Syd Sherlock to bring some gravitas to the situation and he and James Sellar saw us safely home 
MOM  Robbie Adams  - his spell of 3 for 13, in which he dismissed their Nos 3, 4 and 5, meant that we were facing a small total 
Ranjan Trace Sivaranjan Murray Tucker Adams.R Willis (Syd)Sherlock Sellar (Dilesh) Patel Pilgrim.D 
I WAS THERE TO SEE HISTORY MADE    1st  Xl   178  Kings Hill   182  for   5

When history is made everyone claims to have been there – there are many  people who swear  that not only were they at the 1966 World Cup Final but they even went home with the match ball, thereby denying hat-trick hero Geoff Hurst an historic mommento 

This game was the one that many had been waiting for since 1997 when Ian and Denise Pilgrim and Alex Forbes had the great foresight to establish our colts section,  namely the  first ever 1st Xl game where each and every member of the side had graduated from said colts section 

They had all played for the 1st Xl before, although Ed Castle was making his league debut, his previous outing being in the pre-season friendly at Beddington, but never before had there been such an exclusive gathering 

Our opponents were Kings Hill, who were promoted last season and who had defeated us in an entertaining game at their ground by  84  runs, and both came into the game on 200 points with fourth place being the prize for the victors 

‘Mitch’, almost certainly the first colt to make his 1st Xl  debut, won the toss and elected to bat but our visitors soon reduced us to 65 for 4 after 17 overs leaving head coach,  Jon Rodda,  and Louis Pryor with a lot of repair work to do. Would the latter remember what the former had taught him? 

Louis started the season in fine form but has struggled of late and began nervously,  but his time at the crease gave him confidence, and  he began to hit boundaries and was the main contributor in a partnership of 66, Jon falling to a caught and bowled with the score on 131 for 5,  which soon became 139 for 7 and when Ed Castle became the second caught and bowled victim we were 158 for 7 

Andrew Pomering and Louis took the score to 178 before another ‘I was there’ moment happened.. Louis started it when he was bowled by the second ball of the 44th over, Shehan Sivaranjan continued it by being bowled by the third ball and James Sellar completed it by being bowled by the fourth  - another hat-trick, but what happened to the ball(?) 

‘Mitch’ took a wicket with the last ball of the first over and Jon Rodda made it 29 for 2 thanks to a neat catch by Shehan,  but then a stand of 118 took Kings Hill to the brink of victory and although we did well to take two further wickets, ‘Mitch’ finishing with 3 for 35, our visitors claimed a five wicket victory and, with it, fourth place 
MOM: Louis Pryor – a brave innings and one which will give him heart for next season
(Velson) Devarajulu (Syd) Sherlcock (Dan) Seston Bettridge Pryor Rodda.J Mitchell Castle.E Pomering.A Sivaranjan Sellar 
COPY DATE FOR NEXT EDITION  -  Whenever you want it to be
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